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COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF FREEDOM SUMMER 

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 24, 2014 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of Free-
dom Summer and the significant role of West-
ern College for Women in Oxford, Ohio, now 
part of Miami University. 

In the summer of 1964, college students, 
civil rights activists, and volunteers joined to-
gether to advance the civil rights of African- 
Americans in Mississippi. The initiative, called 
the Mississippi Summer Project, was a com-
prehensive approach to educate and register 
African-American voters. Hundreds of volun-
teers assembled in June 1964 at the Western 
College for Women in Oxford, Ohio for train-
ing, learning non-violent methods for dealing 
with potentially violent opposition. 

The memory of Freedom Summer lives on 
in the account of three brave participants—Mi-
chael Schwerner, James Chaney, and Andrew 
Goodman—who lost their lives in the pursuit 
of civil rights. These young men departed Ox-
ford, Ohio on June 20, 1964 to investigate a 
church fire in Mississippi and disappeared 
shortly thereafter. Burned remains of their car 
were found on June 23, 1964. The disappear-
ance and deaths of Michael, James, and An-
drew brought national attention to Freedom 
Summer and underscored the obstacles and 
danger that faced each participant. 

I am proud of our community and its mean-
ingful role in Freedom Summer. Throughout 
2014, Miami University is hosting a series of 
activities and events entitled ‘‘Celebrating 
Freedom: Understanding the Past, Building 
the Future.’’ On October 12–14, 2014, activists 
and leaders will reunite and join current Miami 
University students for a national conference 
to explore the enduring importance of Free-
dom Summer. 

As we commemorate the 50th anniversary 
of Freedom Summer, it is important to remem-
ber this period in our history as more than just 
a passage in time. Our nation also heralded 
the enactment of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
on July 2. The 50th anniversary of these his-
toric events is an opportunity for all Americans 
to reflect on the Civil Rights Movement and to 
build on the work of the heroic leaders who 
came before us. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. NIKI TSONGAS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 24, 2014 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I was unable 
to cast a vote on rollcall votes 433, 434, 435, 
and 436 on July 22, 2014. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on all four 
votes. 

I would have voted in favor of H.R. 4450, 
the Travel Promotion, Enhancement, and 
Modernization Act of 2014, because the legis-
lation ensures our continued ability to promote 
the United States as an international travel 
destination. 

I would have voted in favor of H.R. 4411, 
the Hezbollah International Financing Preven-
tion Act of 2014, because it reinforces the 
United States’ position against terrorist organi-
zations. Imposing these sanctions will deter fi-
nancial institutions and other entities from fa-
cilitating financial transactions with Hezbollah. 

I would have voted in favor of H.R. 1022, 
the Securing Energy Critical Elements and 
American Jobs Act of 2014, because I support 
permanently authorizing the Department of 
Energy’s Critical Minerals Institute so that the 
United States can ensure a reliable supply of 
elements required for a broad range of ad-
vanced technologies and better promote re-
search and development in the public and pri-
vate sectors. 

I would have voted in favor of the Demo-
cratic Motion to Instruct Conferees on H.R. 
3230, because I agree with the Senate’s 
broad-based approach to addressing issues in 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. At this 
crucial junction, the Department requires both 
considerable oversight and support from Con-
gress so that changes are put in place to en-
sure veterans are receiving the care they have 
earned and deserve. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH INTER-
NATIONAL CONVENTION OF ZETA 
BETA TAU FRATERNITY, AND 
HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ITS ANTECEDENT 
GROUP PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 24, 2014 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today I recognize 
Zeta Beta Tau Fraternity, my Brotherhood, 
and its antecedent group Phi Alpha Fraternity 
in honor of the 100th anniversary of the found-
ing of Phi Alpha in celebration of the centen-
nial International Convention of Zeta Beta Tau. 

Phi Alpha Fraternity was founded at The 
George Washington University in Washington, 
D.C., on October 14, 1914, by David Davis, 
Edward Lewis, Hyman Shapiro, Reuben 
Schmidt and Maurice Herzmark, who saw the 
need for an idealistic brotherhood. The first 
pledge ceremony in February 1915 was fol-
lowed by the establishment of a chapter 
house, one of the most luxurious establish-
ments in the nation’s capital. At one time, Phi 
Alpha had chapters at nearly 30 universities, 
but as with many other fraternities, the De-
pression and World Wars took their toll. Dur-
ing the uncertain war years, many chapters 
became inactive when almost all the men in 
the chapters entered into military service. In 
April 1959, Phi Alpha Fraternity merged with 

Phi Sigma Delta Fraternity, creating a com-
bined fraternity with 47 active chapters. In 
1969–70, Phi Sigma Delta merged into Zeta 
Beta Tau. 

Zeta Beta Tau Fraternity has convened its 
International Convention 100 times since the 
first event was held in 1906 in New York City. 
The event presents the opportunity to share 
Fraternity in its truest sense with brothers from 
around the world. Washington, D.C., has 
hosted the International Convention four times, 
in 1937, 1957, 1974 and 2014. 

Today, as a brother of Zeta Beta Tau Fra-
ternity, I join International President Michael 
(Mike) D. Cimini, Kappa (Cornell University) 
’92, and my entire Brotherhood in honoring the 
men of Phi Alpha Fraternity. We are honored 
to celebrate our Fraternity’s 100th Convention 
in the nation’s capital while honoring Phi Alpha 
and The George Washington University. I am 
proud to be a member of the distinguished 
Brotherhood of Zeta Beta Tau Fraternity, an 
organization of men who dedicate this day and 
every day to fostering leadership and service 
and developing the tenets of our Credo—Intel-
lectual Awareness, Social Responsibility, In-
tegrity and Brotherly Love—in all brothers. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND DEDI-
CATED SERVICE OF SENIOR AIR-
MAN TIMOTHY J. WRIGHT OF 
PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 24, 2014 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with profound sadness and deep sympathy 
that I pay tribute to the life and dedicated 
service of Senior Airman Timothy J. ‘‘Tim’’ 
Wright, of Pensacola, Florida. Tim passed 
away on July 17, 2014 as a result of injuries 
sustained during a military readiness exercise 
at Pope Army Airfield, Fort Bragg, North Caro-
lina. 

Senior Airman Wright, who graduated from 
the Pensacola Christian Academy in 2003, 
joined the Air Force in 2009. As a medic, he 
was first stationed at Travis Air Force Base in 
Fairfield, California, where he was awarded 
two medals for Meritorious Service and Out-
standing Achievement. He deployed twice to 
Afghanistan and earned the Air Force 
Achievement Medal for his service with the 
651st Expeditionary Aeromedical Evacuation 
Squadron in Kandahar and the Air Force 
Achievement Medal for Outstanding Achieve-
ment for his service with the 455th Expedi-
tionary Medical Operations Squadron at 
Bagram Airfield. During his deployments, he 
showed interest in becoming an aeromedical 
evacuation technician, and after successfully 
completing his training, Senior Airman Wright 
was transferred to Pope Airfield where he 
joined the 43rd Aeromedical Evacuation 
Squadron in May 2014. 

Throughout his career, Senior Airman 
Wright displayed an unyielding commitment to 
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protect and defend this great country and to 
care for his fellow warriors. To his parents, 
David and Sylvia; brothers, Aaron and 
Mathew; and to all of his family and friends, 
we owe our eternal gratitude. Tim touched the 
lives of many and displayed dedication to duty 
and courage of heart. He will always be re-
membered for his selfless service to this great 
Nation, and his life will continue to inspire 
those who knew him best and those who fol-
low in his footsteps. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a grateful United 
States Congress, I am privileged to honor the 
life of Senior Airman Timothy J. Wright. My 
wife, Vicki, joins me in offering our most sin-
cere condolences and prayers to his family 
and friends. May God continue to bless them 
and the brave men and women of our United 
States Armed Forces. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL DAVID J. 
WILKIE 

HON. PAUL C. BROUN 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 24, 2014 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Colonel David J. Wilkie, 
who is retiring after 30 years of Active Duty 
Service in the United States Army. The valu-
able leadership demonstrated in his role as 
Chief of the Neuroscience and Rehabilitation 
Center at Dwight David Eisenhower Army 
Medical Center (DDEAMC) is indispensable. 
His position there represents the culmination 
of a career that has been defined by a drive 
for excellence. 

During his time at the United States Military 
Academy at West Point, COL Wilkie was a 
four year distinguished cadet, wearing a star 
on his collar indicating his rank in the top five 
percent of his class. In 1987, he was elected 
by his classmates to the position of Chairman 
of the Cadet Honor Committee and served on 
the Brigade Staff as a First Class Cadet. He 
graduated in 1988, receiving the Army Medical 
Department Award for the highest academi-
cally ranking cadet entering the AMEDD and 
the General McClellan award for the Chairman 
of the Cadet Honor Committee. 

After graduation from West Point, COL 
Wilkie completed the AMEDD Officer Basic 
Course at Fort Sam Houston, Texas and 
earned a degree of Doctor of Medicine at the 
Uniformed Services University of the Health 
Sciences in Bethesda, Maryland. From there, 
he completed his internship and residency in 
Neurology at Madigan Army Medical Center. 
COL Wilkie has been Board Certified by the 
American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology 
since 1997, scoring in the top five percent na-
tionally on his board Certification exam. 

An expert in his field, COL Wilkie has 
served in leadership positions on staff at 
DDEAMC and Madigan Army Medical Center, 
on numerous prestigious boards and commit-
tees and important response teams. COL 
Wilkie led the development of the DDEAMC 
Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) program, and the 
Level 1 TBI program at DDEAMC was the first 
program certified by the Office of the Surgeon 
General in 2009. COL Wilkie was also instru-
mental in developing the Integrated Pain Man-
agement Clinic at DDEAMC, again the first 
such program active in the Department of De-
fense. 

Additionally, COL Wilkie served as Battalion 
Surgeon for 2–3 Infantry Battalion in Mosul, 
Iraq during Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2004. 
In 2013, he served as US FORCES–Afghani-
stan Neurology consultant at Bagram Airfield, 
Afghanistan during Operation Enduring Free-
dom. His decorations include the Bronze Star 
Medal, Army Commendation Medal (3 OLC), 
Navy Achievement Medal, Army Achievement 
Medal (2 OLC), National Defense Service 
Medal with bronze star, Iraqi Campaign Medal, 
Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Global War on 
Terrorism Expeditionary and Service Medals, 
Army Service Ribbon, NATO Medal, Air As-
sault Badge and Combat Medic Badge. 

COL Wilkie truly has made leadership and 
service his calling. In his own community, he 
coaches little league sports, participates in 
medical education programs, serves on the St. 
Teresa of Avila Parish Council, and operates 
the Parish Angel Gabriel Message charity, an 
organization he founded that supports local 
families facing childhood cancer. 

In a profession that is saturated with talent, 
intelligence, and leadership, COL Wilkie has 
managed to distinguish himself among his 
peers. For this reason, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, it is my honor to applaud the 
great work of Colonel David Wilkie following 
three decades of outstanding service to the 
United States Armed Forces. 

f 

HONORING RENEE THERIAULT 
WEBBER 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 24, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Renee Theriault Webber 
upon her retirement from the Sonoma County 
Water Agency (SCWA) after thirty years of 
dedicated service. As the Division Manager for 
the SCWA’s Environmental and Public Affairs 
Division, Ms. Webber made significant con-
tributions to the conservation and manage-
ment of environmental resources and water 
use in Sonoma County. 

Ms. Webber has devoted her professional 
life to environmental conservation. She re-
ceived her Bachelor of Arts in Environmental 
Studies from California State University, Sac-
ramento. She is a member of both the Asso-
ciation of Environmental Professionals and the 
California Native Plant Society. 

Among her innumerable contributions while 
with the SCWA, Ms. Webber coordinated the 
development of a national coalition to secure 
Congressional authorization for the Pacific 
Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund. Established 
in fiscal year 2000, the Pacific Coastal Salmon 
Recovery Fund aims to protect, restore, and 
conserve Pacific salmon and steelhead popu-
lations as well as their habitats. 

In addition to her work with the SCWA, Ms. 
Webber was also a principal manager of the 
North Bay Water Reuse Program. This pro-
gram brings together three counties and ten 
water and sanitation agencies to address 
water supply shortages by working to develop 
recycled water as a new water supply source. 
When fully implemented, the North Bay Water 
Reuse Program will produce 33,000 acre-feet 
of recycled water per year in order to maxi-
mize the water supply in the North Bay. 

Ms. Weber is credited by her colleagues as 
being able to see both sides of an issue and 
then build consensus among those with dif-
fering opinions. Ms. Webber’s leadership in 
environmental management and water reuse 
is greatly appreciated and will certainly be 
missed. Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this 
time that we honor and thank Ms. Webber for 
her public service and wish her a most enjoy-
able retirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JAMES C. 
MCCLOSKEY 

HON. RUSH HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 24, 2014 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the career and accomplishments of 
James C. McCloskey who has served for the 
past 34 years as the Founder and Executive 
Director of Centurion Ministries of Princeton, 
New Jersey, and has been a tireless advocate 
for people wrongly convicted across our coun-
try. 

A native of Philadelphia, Jim graduated from 
Bucknell University in 1964. After three years 
as a naval officer in Japan and Vietnam, Jim 
spent 13 years in business in Tokyo and 
Philadelphia. After his stint in the business 
world, Jim opted for a change and went to 
pursue a Masters in Divinity from Princeton 
Theological Seminary. During that time Jim 
served as a student chaplain at the Trenton 
State Prison where he met then inmate Jorge 
De Los Santos. 

After listening to the convicted man’s claims 
of innocence Jim took it upon himself to re-
view the case. 

After reading the entire record of the case, 
he came to believe that Mr. De Los Santos 
was innocent. Jim then, using his own money, 
spent the next three years, including a year-
long sabbatical from seminary, investigating 
Mr. De Los Santos’ case. After bringing for-
ward the only witness against Mr. De Los 
Santos, Jim hired a young lawyer, Paul 
Casteleiro, to have the case retried. In July 
1983 Mr. De Los Santos was exonerated and 
freed and Centurion Ministries was launched. 
Jim knew that this was his calling for the rest 
of his life. 

Most of the early cases came from the sto-
ries that Mr. De Los Santos had told Jim re-
garding several other men Mr. De Los Santos 
believed were innocent. Upon reading their 
case files Jim came to believe them, too. Jim 
worked alone until 1987 when he obtained his 
fifth exoneration and the general public took 
notice of this remarkable work he was doing. 

He founded Centurion Ministries in order to 
bring voice to those who have lost all appeals 
and thus all hope of having their wrongful con-
victions brought to light. Beginning with a staff 
of just himself, Centurion Ministries has grown 
and now has eight full time staff, five part time 
staff, and a group of 23 part time volunteers 
who dedicate their time to the cause of the 
wrongfully convicted. 

Centurion Ministries takes on the difficult 
cases. They do not shun cases that can turn 
on DNA evidence, but because there are other 
avenues for inmates whose cases have DNA 
evidence, Centurion Ministries’ focus has been 
primarily on cases that require a field inves-
tigation and a very savvy lawyer. To date Cen-
turion Ministries has overturned the wrongful 
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